
1 
 

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of the British Isles and Ireland 
 

The Orthodox Community of  
 

St Anne and All Saints of Worcestershire 
 

meeting at 

St John the Baptist Chapel 
Chapel Lane 

Bransford 
Worcestershire 

WR6 5JQ 
 

Archbishop: Metropolitan SILOUAN. 

 
Come and See! 

No 1                      June 2017  

From Fr Philip: 
 
The Terrorist Attack in Manchester 
and others elsewhere. 
 

 
 
Last month you will have read the 
response from a Coptic cleric after a 
terrorist attack on a church in Egypt. 
Our response to the senseless, 
cowardly, futile and blasphemous 
suicide bombing in Manchester must 
be the same as for that one. 
 
We must pray for all involved. Those 
murdered, those wounded, those 
bereaved, the emergency services 
and those brave souls who rushed to 
help at hospitals giving their time and 
even their blood to save others. We 

pray for those who are tempted by 
terrorism into more acts of violence 
and retribution that they may come to 
see a better way. We pray also for our 
leaders, politicians, armed forces and 
police services, for those working in 
counter terrorism that Almighty God 
may guide them in their policies and 
actions. The Lord commands us to 
pray for those who hate us and 
therefore we must do so. 
 
We must respond in love not hatred 
or vengeance. The Lord tells us to 
love our enemies. Love does not 
simply mean acceptance of them as 
they are (or ourselves as we are!) but 
we are to help them to change (just as 
the Lord loves us so much that He 
wishes us to change too.) Love is 
bound up with the hope and 
expectation that people of all sorts will 
be brought together and marvel at, 
learn from and enjoy each other’s 
cultural and social richness. 
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We must forgive and not seek to 
condemn to hell those who act in 
these atrocious ways. This is the 
hardest part of all. Our natural self 
often wants to wipe off the face of 
God’s earth people who behave like 
this but God created them also, with 
divine tears He sees all that they do, 
supposedly in His Name.  
 
Forgiveness also means hunting the 
terrorists down, finding their networks 
and disrupting their work. Forgiveness 
means placing these people in prison, 
preventing there being future victims.  
 
But forgiveness does not mean sitting 
in the throne of God and condemning 
them to hell.  Forgiveness also means 
trying to discover their motives and 
what has caused their hatred and 
doing something about that also.  
 

 
 
So:  LOVE, PRAY, FORGIVE. 

 
 
Dates for your diary: 
 

1 July: Pilgrimage to St. Botolph’s 
Church, Iken, Suffolk. 11 am Liturgy. 
8 July: Pilgrimage to Crowland. 
Liturgy 11am. The Metropolitan will be 
present. 
14-16 July: Orthodox Fellowship of 
St. John the Baptist Summer 
Conference “Sorrow into Joy.” 
Speakers to include  
Metropolitan SILOUAN and 
Metropolitan KALLISTOS, 
Mother Sarah of Bath and  
Dr. Razvan Porumb.   
Venue: High Leigh Conference 
Centre, EN11 8SG More details from 
https://forerunner.org.uk 
5th August: Pilgrimage to Ilam to the 
shrine of St. Bertram. 
7th October: Pilgrimage to Holy Well 
(St Winifride). Liturgy 10:30am 

 
 

 
Crowland Abbey (St Theodore) 
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Calendar for June: 
  
 Divine Liturgy  

 

10am 25th June 2017 
 

Followed by a bring and share 
brunch.

 

 
 

A multiethnic community of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Archdiocese of the British Isles and Ireland 

 
http://allsaintsworcester.orthodoxcommunity.uk/ 

stanne.allsaintsworcs@gmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/StAnneOrthodoxCommunity/ 

 
Meeting at: 

 
St John the Baptist Chapel 

Chapel Lane 

Bransford 

Worcestershire 

WR6 5JQ 

 
Metropolitan SILOUAN  
http://www.antiochian-orthodox.co.uk/ 
 
Caretaker Priest: Fr. Philip 
twitter.com/FrPhilip 
https://www.facebook.com/Fr.Philip             
http://www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/comeandsee 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfWMaefJYqFEZkYiK2WmeEw  
 
Newsletter Editor:  Fr. Philip.  
 
Safeguarding Officer: 
Melangell Roe-Stevens Smith   

 
 

 

Can you sing? Please see Melangell!  

 

Would you like to serve in the Altar? Please see Fr. Philip. 

mailto:stanne.allsaintsworcs@gmail.com
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Kidnapped Bishops: 
 
Pray, love, forgive! 

Metropolitan JOHN and Metropolitan 
PAUL  

It is now 4 years and two months 
since Metropolitan JOHN and 
Metropolitan PAUL were kidnapped. 
There is still no news of either of 
them. 

 

 

 

We continue to keep these Bishops 
and all the suffering people of our 
Patriarchate in your prayers. Please 
pray for the Christian leaders and the 
faithful of our Patriarchate, for their 
courage and wisdom to continue. Pray 
also for the Greek people who 
continue to suffer and in their suffering 
continue to support those who make it 
to their shores. 

 

 

 
 

Festivals and Conferences: 
 
Orthodox Fellowship of St. John 
the Baptist Youth Festival. 
 
This is badly named as the “Youth” 
range from 18 – 35 years old!  
 

 
 
However, young adults arrived at a 
venue in Saffron Walden for the 
weekend at the end of May.  
 
Speakers included Sr. Vassa (of 
“Coffee with Sr. Vassa” fame) and Fr. 
Alexander Tefft and others.  
 

 
 
However the talks were not the main 
attraction but spending time with other 
young Orthodox Christians from a 
variety of traditions where we chatted, 
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walked, ate, learned and prayed 
together. Everyone made new friends. 
 

 
 
The Antiochian Archdiocesan 
Conference. 
 

 
 
This started on the Bank Holiday 
Monday and lasted until after lunch on 
Wednesday. We met in the beautiful 
grounds of the Hayes Conference 
Centre in Swanwick. This is a very 
comfortable place to be (although the 
food reminds one of being back at 
school!). 
 

 
 

For many the subject seemed arcane: 
basically how to perform the various 
services. This is, however, very  
 

 
 
important and everyone went home 
having discovered something new.  
You may well find the odd change to 
our services too. 
 
There were talks on The Liturgy, 
Matins and Vespers, Serving in the 
Altar, The Paraclesis and Compline. 
 
Each day had Matins (Orthros) and 
Vespers (Espirinos) and on the final 
day we followed Matins with the 
Divine Liturgy with a very large 
number of priests and three deacons. 
A new Subdeacon (Terrence) was 
ordained for Stoke and a new 
Subdeacon (Kevin) and Reader 
(David) for North Norfolk. 
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There were also bookstalls, icon 
stalls, and people selling prayer ropes 
(komboskini / chutki) or different sizes 
and various odds and ends that 
people like to buy. 
 
However, as with all these things the 
best bit was being with each other. 
Praying together, meeting new 
people, cementing old friendships – 
these are the main reasons for such 
events. 
 
Glory to God in all things! 
 
Children’s Space: 
 

Icon colouring for Pentecost 

Read: John 7:37-52; 8:12 

What do you think: 

1. What was the first thing Jesus said? 

It begins, “If any one . . .”  

2. He was talking about sending 

Someone to help His followers. Who 
was He talking about?  

3. Some people thought Jesus was the 
new king. They were waiting for a new 

king who would be like King David.  

4. What did Jesus say at the end? It 
begins, “I am the . . .”  

5. Jesus’ lessons are like light on a 
path. Where does the path go?  

6. We hear Jesus’ lessons when the 
Gospel is read. We stand and listen 

carefully. 
 

 
More children’s resources available at: 
https://www.facebook.com/COG.Worceste
rshire/ 

And the Sunday Gospel for Children: 
http://antiochian.org/christianeducation/le

tusattend 

https://www.facebook.com/COG.Worcestershire/
https://www.facebook.com/COG.Worcestershire/

