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Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of the British Isles and Ireland 
 

The Orthodox Community of  

St Anne and All Saints of Worcestershire 
meeting at 

St John the Baptist Chapel 
Chapel Lane, Bransford 

Worcestershire 
WR6 5JQ 

Archbishop: Metropolitan SILOUAN. 

 
Come and See! 

No 3                       August 2017  
 

From Fr Philip: 
 

New Archdiocesan Trustees – 
New Archdiocesan Trust.  
We met at the Cathedral in London 
and went line by line through the 
necessary documents, voting as we 
did so. Finally when all was agreed we 
each had to sign and with that an 
important milestone in our 
Archdiocese was passed.  
 

With the signing of the new Trust in 
the Cathedral we gave powers to the 
Trust to buy and hold property. The 
first property it will buy is the Temple 
in Lincoln! May it be the first of many! 

 

This explicit relationship between the 
Trust (and therefore the Metropolitan) 
and the Parish is really important. It is 
never a good thing for a Parish to be 
effectively independent of the Bishop. 
They MUST work together and the 
Bishop must always have the final say 
and give direction. As the saying 
goes: 

 

“Whatever is not 
blessed – is not 

blessed!” 
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Congratualtions! 
 

 
 

Melangell recently graduated with a 
first-class honours degree in Theology 

& Ethics from Bishop Grosseteste 
University. She will be going on to 

read for a master’s degree in 
Byzantine Studies at Birmingham 

University. 
 
Pilgrimage to St Bertram, Ilam: 
 
St Bertram:  
Bertram was King 
of Mercia 
sometime around 
the 8th century. He 
is said to have 
travelled to Ireland 
to discern his 
feeling of religious 
calling. However, 

when he arrived in Ireland he fell in 
love and eloped with a beautiful 
princess who he brought back to 
Mercia with him while she was 
pregnant with his child. They lived a 
nomadic life with the baby being said 
to have been born in the shelter of the 
forest near to present day Stafford. 
Tragically, whilst Bertram was away 
hunting for food for them, some 
wolves came upon their camp killing 
both his beloved wife and their infant 
child. 
 
Overcome with grief, he once again 
turned to God. Renouncing his royal 
heritage, he sought now a life of 
prayer. It is reported that many 
pagans from the area were converted 
to Christianity by the example he gave 
in his new life. Without revealing his 
royal lineage, and presumably in 
disguise, Bertram approached the 
court of Mercia asking for, and being 
granted, land (near to modern day 
Stafford) where he could build a 
hermitage. 
 
Meanwhile, a new king took the throne 
of Mercia but, not being a religious 
man, he demanded back the land on 
which the hermitage stood. It was 
decided to settle the matter by man to 
man combat. Bertram, obviously not 
wanting himself to fight being now a 
religious and peaceable man, prayed 
that someone might come forward to 
fight for the hermitage. Somewhat 
surprisingly, a dwarf came forward 
offering to fight but Bertram, 
remembering the story of David and 
Goliath, readily accepted the dwarf's 
offer; which was just as well: the 
hermitage kept its land! 
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Another story is told of Bertram that, 
having dedicated his life to Christ, he 
was sought out by the Devil who tried 
to tempt the saint to turn some stones 
into bread. Bertram, though, prayed 
that some bread would instead be 
turned to stones. In 1516 it was said 
that those self-same stones were still 
to be found in the church at 
Bartomely, near Audley in present day 
Cheshire. 
 
Being known in the area as a wise 
and holy man, many sought him out 
for spiritual advice. As with most holy 
men and women, though, constantly 
beset by people and needing to 
refresh his soul, he sought solitude in 
a cave near to what is now the village 
of Ilam in Staffordshire where he lived 
until his death. 
 
His tomb lies in Ilam Church. 
http://www.oodegr.com/english/biographies/arxaioi/Bertram_Mercia.htm 
 

 
 
The Pilgrimage:  
Last year we were joined by 
Metropolitan Silouan who, diary 
commitments permitting, will be with 
us again in 2017. More people, 
parishes and clergy joined us in 2016 
than ever before, making it a truly 
pan-Orthodox event.  

 
Please join us as we celebrate the 
Divine Liturgy, Bless the Waters at 
Bertram's Cave on the bank of the 
river Manifold and take a short hike to 
Saint Bertram's Spring to Bless the 
Waters there, ending our day with 
Great Vespers. 
 

Bring a picnic 
lunch to enjoy on 
the beautiful lawns 
surrounding the 
shrine church. A 
very good ice-
cream van parks 
nearby! 
But also prepare 
for rain…both 
sunshine and rain 
have been known 
at this event!  

 
If you need a lift Melangell has two 
spaces (three at a squeeze) in her 
car. Please contact her at: 
stanne.allsaintsworcs@gmail.com 
 

 

http://www.oodegr.com/english/biographies/arxaioi/Bertram_Mercia.htm
mailto:stanne.allsaintsworcs@gmail.com
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For Your Prayers: 

 
The Parishes of St Aethelheard, Louth 
and St.s Marina and Kenelm, Grimsby 
are going through a difficult time. 
 

The parish priest is taking some time 
off until at least the end of September 
and the Metropolitan has asked Fr. 
Philip to help them to continue to meet 
and to have as many Divine Liturgies 
as possible until they receive a priest 
again. 
 
It will not be possible to have a Liturgy 
every week but with a combination of 
Sunday and Saturday Liturgies and 
clergy coming from elsewhere, along 
with lay led services there should be 
enough to allow both communities to 
develop over the summer. 
 
Meanwhile please keep Fr. Alban, Khr 
Mary, Subdeacon Christopher 
(Grimsby) and Reader Ibrahim (Louth) 
in your prayers along with the 
churches of both Temples asking that 
the Lord will guard and protect them 
through the coming weeks. 

 
St. Aethelheard was the 
Abbot of Louth Monastery 
at a time when it was 
Orthodox. He then 
became Archbishop of 
Canterbury. 

 
St. Marina (St Margaret 
of Antioch) is a Great 
Martyr, and St.  Kenelm 
was a prince who was 
martyred in a small 
village in Worcestershire 
near to Kidderminster. 

There is a miraculous well there to this 
day.  

 

Kidnapped Bishops: 
Pray, love, forgive! 

It is now 4 years 
and 4 months since 
Metropolitan JOHN 
and Metropolitan 
PAUL were 
kidnapped.  

There is still no news of either of 
them.   
Pray and act for peace. 

 

Dates for your diary: 
 

5th August: Pilgrimage to Ilam to the 
shrine of St. Bertram. 
9th September: Open Day at St Anne 
and All Saints of Worcestershire from 
10am until 3pm. Vespers at 3:15pm.  
Refreshments served all day, tour of 
the church available and Clergy and 
Lay members on hand to answer any 
questions.  Please come and join us. 
Come and see! 
10th September: Liturgy 10am, 
Bransford. 
7th October: Annual Pan-Orthodox 
Pilgrimage to the Shrine and Holy 
Well of St. Winifride - Holywell 

 
Calendar for August. 
27th: SUNDAY 10am Divine Liturgy. 12th 
Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 3.
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A multiethnic community of the 
Antiochian Orthodox Christian 

Archdiocese of the British Isles and 
Ireland 

 
http://allsaintsworcester.orthodoxc

ommunity.uk/ 
stanne.allsaintsworcs@gmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/StAnne

OrthodoxCommunity/ 
 

Meeting at: 
 

St John the Baptist Chapel 

Chapel Lane 

Bransford 

Worcestershire 

WR6 5JQ 

 

Metropolitan SILOUAN  
http://www.antiochian-orthodox.co.uk/ 
 

 
Caretaker Priest: 
Fr. Philip 
twitter.com/FrPhilip 
https://www.faceboo
k.com/Fr.Philip             
http://www.ancientfai
th.com/podcasts/co

meandsee 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCf
WMaefJYqFEZkYiK2WmeEw  
 
Newsletter Editor:  Fr. Philip.  

 
 

Safeguarding Officer: 
Melangell Roe-Stevens 
Smith   

 

Can you sing? Please see Melangell!  

 

Would you like to serve in the Altar? 
Please see Fr. Philip. 

 
 

The next meeting of the  
Community of St Anne and  
All Saints of Worcestershire 

Council  
will take place on  

9th September 10am 
If you are a communicant member of 

the Orthodox Church, attend our 
services, and would like to be a 

member of the council please contact 
Melangell: 

stanne.allsaintsworcs@gmail.com 

 
 

If you would like to receive this 
Newsletter by email then please let 
us know. 
 
Please email:  
stanne.allsaintsworcs@gmail.com 
 
So that Melangell can add you to the 
Newsletter emailing list. Your email 
will not be seen by anyone else on the 
mailing list.  

 

mailto:stanne.allsaintsworcs@gmail.com
http://www.antiochian-orthodox.co.uk/
mailto:stanne.allsaintsworcs@gmail.com
mailto:stanne.allsaintsworcs@gmail.com
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Children’s Space: 

 

Troparion — Tone 1 
In giving birth you preserved your virginity. In 

falling asleep you did not forsake the world, O 

Theotokos.   

You were translated to life, O Mother of Life. 

And by your prayers, you deliver our souls 

from death. 

 

Icon colouring for August 

 
 

Read: Matthew 18:23-35 

What do you think?: 

1. What is a debt? What is a loan? 

2. Have you ever loaned anything to 

someone? What? What do you hope a 

person will do when you loan something to 

them? What might happen? 

3. How would you feel if someone didn’t 

return something you loaned to them? 

4. How does the king in this gospel react 

when this happens to him? What does the 

king do after the servant begs him for 

patience? 

5. What does the servant do when another 

servant cannot pay his debt? 

6. Which person in this Gospel does God 

want us to be like? What do you think 

about that?  

August’s Puzzle 

 

Across:   

1. One slave owed denarii, while the other 

owed _________. 

5. The king had the heartless slave 

___________. 

7. When the king heard what the merciless 

slave did he _________ 

him. 

8. The king ________ the slave who owed 

him money. 

9. The point of this story is that we should 

always _____. 

 

Down:  

1. Debt of the first slave (two words)  

2. What the king called the unmerciful 

slave. 

3.The first slave asked this from the king. 

4.The slave was thrown into _______ 

because he could not pay his debt 

6. The second slave owed a hundred of 

these. 


