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No 5                            October 2017  

September Open Day for the New Church Year! 

Our Open Day on 9th September was a great success.  

We opened our doors to the public and provided an 

opportunity for anyone interested in viewing the historic 

13th-century church building to do so while enjoying 

delicious tea and cake.  For some, it was welcome 

shelter from the intermittent showers and a happy 

encounter with the unexpected. 

We were available to answer questions both about the 

building and the Orthodox Church. A poster display 

gave the history of the Orthodox Church and a brief 

explanation of various aspects of Orthodoxy.  Fr Philip 

was very entertaining and informative in between polishing windows!  When not 

talking to visitors the team polished and swept until the church sparkled. When 

the vicar of the parish visited she 

was very pleased with our efforts.  

The day closed with a candlelit 

service of Vespers bringing the 

ancient building to life.  Some 

visitors so enjoyed the Open Day 

that they returned for the Liturgy 

service held the following day.  

With the warm welcome assured for 

all and as a result of the Open Day 

hopefully more people will come and 

see! 
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Clocks change Sunday 29th October! 

 

 

 

Dates for your diary:  

7th October: Saturday. Holywell 

Pilgrimage.  

 

14th October 4pm Vespers 

 

26th November 10am Divine Liturgy 
  
Calendar for October.  

14th: Saturday. 4pm Vespers 

29th: SUNDAY 10am Divine Liturgy. 21st 

Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 4.    

 

 

  
  

 
A multiethnic community of the 
Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Archdiocese of the British Isles 

and Ireland 
 

http://allsaintsworcester.orthodox
community.uk/ 

stanne.allsaintsworcs@gmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/StAnn

eOrthodoxCommunity/ 
 

Meeting at: 
 

St John the Baptist Chapel 

Chapel Lane 

Bransford 

Worcestershire 

WR6 5JQ 

 

Metropolitan SILOUAN  
http://www.antiochian-
orthodox.co.uk/ 

 
 
Caretaker Priest: Fr. 
Philip 
twitter.com/FrPhilip 

https://www.facebook.com/Fr.Philip             
http://www.ancientfaith.com/podcast
s/comeandsee 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/U
CfWMaefJYqFEZkYiK2WmeEw  
 
Newsletter Editor:  Fr. Philip.  

 
 

Safeguarding Officer: 
Melangell Roe-Stevens 
Smith  

 
    

mailto:stanne.allsaintsworcs@gmail.com
http://www.antiochian-orthodox.co.uk/
http://www.antiochian-orthodox.co.uk/
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Kidnapped Bishops:  Pray, love, forgive!  

 Metropolitan JOHN and Metropolitan PAUL 

are still missing.  

It is now 4 years and 6 months since 

Metropolitan JOHN and Metropolitan PAUL 

were kidnapped.  There is still no news of 

either of them.  

  
The people of Syria still suffer.  

  
 
Pray and act for peace.  

 

Feed the hungry…. 
…I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me 

drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in;  I was naked and you clothed 

Me… Matthew 25:35-40 

 

Christmas Shoeboxes… 

It was agreed at our September meeting that we should 

provide filled Christmas shoeboxes for those in need. 

The Anglican congregation of St John the Baptist Chapel 

fill shoe boxes at for “Link to Hope” an organisation that 

sends necessary items (gloves, scarves, toothpaste 

soap, shampoo etc) to families in need in Romania, 

Moldova, Ukraine and Bulgaria.  We have been invited to 

join them in this.  The Vicar will take the boxes to the 

collection point and needs them ready by our service of 

Vespers on 11th November.   

If you would like to contribute to this cause Melangell has 

several shoeboxes ready to be filled, they will be at Church on 14th October.  If 

you would like to supply your own boxes Shoe Size 8 is around the suggested 

size. The Shoebox Appeal leaflet contains all the information necessary 

including a list of items required and a label to affix to the box.  Packing leaflets 

can be downloaded from their web page: http://linktohope.co.uk/shoebox-

appeal-2017/shoebox-materials. 

http://linktohope.co.uk/shoebox-appeal-2017/shoebox-materials
http://linktohope.co.uk/shoebox-appeal-2017/shoebox-materials
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Food Bank 

From 23rd September there will be a 

box in church for tins and packets of 

non-perishable food.  Again the 

Anglicans will join with us in this 

effort and the items collected will go 

to the Worcester Food Bank. 

 

Finance and the Future 

Now we are becoming a more 

established community we must 

begin to consider our future.  At our 

first Community Meeting on 9th 

September the matter of finances 

was discussed and it was generally 

felt that encouraging regular Church 

members to contribute regularly by 

standing order was the best way 

forward financially. 

We are very blessed to have the 

Church building loaned to us at no 

charge other than to pay for gas and 

buy some candles; this is very 

generous.  We have been given a 

tremendous kick-start with donations 

in kind totalling over £1000, these 

include:  

Service Books,  Icons, 

communion wine, various 

articles for the Eucharist 

(breadboard, knife, etc.), 

server vestments, Register of 

Services, icon stands, stove 

and gas, kettles, water 

carriers, flasks, coffee, tea etc, 

printing of flyers and service 

books, paid advertising of the 

Open Day, £100 donation to C 

of E parish and Candles. 

Fr Philip’s time has been free so far, 

but with a Priest comes expenses. In 

the short to mid term, travel 

expenses, in the long-term a 

stipend.  We also must consider 

further outreach, and in the decades 

ahead perhaps a church building of 

our own.  To this end, it is very 

important to have a steady income, 

and we would ask that anyone 

wishing to contribute to the work of 

this mission set up a weekly or 

monthly standing order for what they 

can afford.  One person is giving in 

this way already.  Ultimately, when 

we apply for charitable status this 

will make the administration far 

simpler, it also makes it easier to 

budget and plan. 

This will not happen overnight, but it 

is always best to begin as we mean 

to carry on, so please, talk to 

melangell and set up a standing 

order. Even small amounts regularly 
paid add up. 
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The Accounts: 

 

Money in    Money Out    

Feb - July  Collection £20.00       

August  Collection £20.50       

September S/O £10.00       

  Open Day £8.85       

  Collection £36.88       

     Incense & Burner  £33.94  

     Balance remaining  £62.29  

          

Balance   £96.23     £96.23  

          

          

          

Bank Balance  £62.29       

          
 

Solomon’s departure…. 

It is with great sadness that we wave Bon Voyage to Solomon as he 

leaves to begin a PhD.   He has been a great support in the initial months of the 

community and an enthusiastic participant in all our activities.  We wish him 

God speed and very good fortune for his future. Please come back and visit! 
 

 

 A Daily Spiritual Rule:  

  

 
  

You may remember that on the two 

occasions when our Metropolitan has 

been with us he has reminded ALL of 

us to do two things in particular:  
  

1. Pray every day.  

2. Read the Bible.  
  

This should not come as a surprise to 

anyone. How can someone claim to 

be a Christian without praying and 

how can someone pretend to know 

God without reading His Scriptures?  

The answer to both those questions is  

“it is not possible.”  
 

So what should you do?  

Pray every day:  
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When you get up in the morning make 

the sign of the Cross and if you do 

NOTHING else by way of prayer say 

the Lord’s Prayer.   

At midday do the same and at night 

do the same again. This is the 

absolute minimum.  It takes about 20 

seconds to say this prayer.   
  

Sometimes people say to me “I’ve 

tried prayer but God doesn’t seem 

there.” Well, if you can only spare one 

minute a day for Him then you are 

probably right and He isn’t there.  
  

Reading the Scriptures: People 

often tell me that they don’t have 

time to read the Bible. Everyone has 

five minutes.   
  

Set an alarm or timer for five minutes 

and read the Gospels slowly for five 

minutes. Start with St. Matthew and 

work on through the Gospels... then 

start again.   
  

Try to learn by heart parts of what you 

have read.  
  

Soon you will have read the Gospels 

five times through. Then go onto Acts.  

Then read the Gospels again.   
  

 
  

Do you really not have five minutes to 

spend with God out of a waking day 

of 960 minutes? (That’s about 0.5% of 

a waking day).  

 

Choir:  

Those who 
come to 
church to 
pray are led 
by the Choir. 
The work of 

singing and chanting is immensely 
important and what is sung and 
chanted is used by the whole 
congregation when standing before 
God.  
Are you able to sing? If that answer is 
“yes” then it may be that God is calling 
you to this work. Now that Solomon 
has moved on to further his studies we 
are recruiting new singers! Please see 
Melangell if you would like to join the 
choir.  
 

Would you like to serve in the Altar? 
Please see Fr. Philip. 

 

If you would like to receive this 
Newsletter by email then please 
let us know. 
 
Please email:  
stanne.allsaintsworcs@gmail.com 
 
So that Melangell can add you to 
the Newsletter emailing list. Your 
email will not be seen by anyone 
else on the mailing list.  

mailto:stanne.allsaintsworcs@gmail.com
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Children’s Space:  

  

Kontakion — Tone 6  
The Son who shone forth from the Father 

Was ineffably born, two-fold in nature, of a 

woman.  Having beheld Him, we do not deny 

the image of His form, but depict it piously 

and revere it faithfully.  Thus, keeping the 

True Faith, The Church venerates the icon of 

Christ Incarnate.  
  

Icon Colouring for October  

  

 
    

Read: Luke 8:5-15  

WHAT DO YOU THINK?  

1. What does a plant need to grow? 

What kind of soil does a plant need?  Does 

it need water? How much? Does it need 

sunshine? How much? Does it need warm 

weather or cold weather? How do you know 

this about plants?  

2. Do you think it is easy to grow a plant 

or difficult to grow a plant? Why do you say 

that?  

3. If someone tells me my heart is like a 

hard rock what does he mean? If someone 

tells you your heart is like soft fertile soil 

what does she mean?  

4. At school your teacher tries to plant 

seeds of information in you like the sower in 

this Gospel. How can you make your mind 

fertile soil for that seed? What kinds of 

things do you do at school to help learn the 

things your teacher is teaching you? 

(Examples: homework, take time to think 

about it, be patient when it is hard to 

understand, listen to the teacher.)  

5. If God is our teacher, sowing seeds 

of his message in us, how can we make our 

minds and souls fertile soil for his 

teachings? What kinds of things do we do at 

church to practice being good gardeners 

tending the plant God has planted in us? 

What do we do at home to practice being 

good gardeners?  (Examples: pray, read 

scripture, help others, etc.)   

 

 

About the St Edwin – 12 October  

Christianity came to the north of England 

through the marriage of the Angle King St. 

Edwin to St Ethelburga princess of Kent and 

his following conversion.  He was baptised 

in 627 by St Paulinus. St. Edwin and many 

of his people were baptised. The year 

before St. Eanfled, his daughter, was 

baptised with  
11 others of the household.  St. Edwin and 

St Paulinus worked on converting Lindsey 

(Lincolnshire) and the East Angles. St. 

Edwin was killed in 633 (and gained saintly 

status) and St Paulinus returned to the 

south.  St. Eanfled, later, became a nun at 

Whitby.   


