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Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of the British Isles and Ireland 
 

The Orthodox Community of 

St Anne and All Saints of Worcestershire 
meeting at 

St John the Baptist Chapel 
Chapel Lane, Bransford 

Worcestershire 
WR6 5JQ 

Archbishop: Metropolitan SILOUAN. 
 

No 7              December 2017 

 
From Fr. Philip:  

  

The icon of “The Sign”  

  

The worldly are making themselves 

busy in the shops and on the internet 

buying all sorts of rubbish and rich 

foods that will be left to one side 

once the Feast comes! The shops 

have been filled with Christmas Party 

food for weeks already and carols 

have been played on the radio since 

the middle of November!  

Meanwhile the Orthodox go quiet.   

  

Isaiah 7:14  

Therefore the Lord Himself will give 

you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall 

conceive and bear a Son, and shall 

call His name Immanuel.  

With this in mind we have begun the 

Nativity Fast. The fast builds up slowly 

towards the Feast itself. The First few 

Sundays take as their themes the 

futility of human wealth and power, the 

inability of the seeing to see, the lack 

of skill from the doctors and the feeble 

excuses people make when they don’t 

want to enter the Kingdom of God. It is 

a way of saying “are you really ready 

for Christmas?”   

The calendar is full of Old Testament 

Prophets: “Are you listening to 

them?” the Church asks. The things 

begin to get into a new gear: two 

Sundays before the Feast of Christ’s 

Birth the Holy Forefathers of Christ 

are commemorated and the following 
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week the Righteous from Adam to 

Joseph are remembered. All these 

people pushed out their fingers to 

point towards the feast that we are 

about to celebrate!  

This whole fast is there to 

concentrate our minds and bodies on 

the Incarnation in the flesh of our 

Lord and God and Saviour Jesus 

Christ.   
 

 

 

 

Calendar for December  

10th: SUNDAY 10am Divine Liturgy. 

27th Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 2. 

 

23rd December 4pm. Vespers for 

 followed by mince pies and 

mulled wine. 
 

Dates for your diary:  

 

13th January 4pm Vespers 

 

28th January 10am Divine Liturgy 

Followed by our Christmas lunch at 

‘The Fox Inn’. Bring yourselves and 

bring a friend! Please let me know 

numbers by 13th January. 

  

A Monthly Spiritual Rule:  

Last month we considered having a 

weekly Spiritual Rule, and the month  

 

before that having a Daily Rule. What 

about a Monthly Rule? This needs a 

Calendar of readings, saints’ days, 

feasts and fasts. This is easily 

obtained from: Simon Jennings 18 

Warwick Street, Iffley Fields, Oxford 

OX4 1SX (£4).  

Alternatively you can download the 

“Menalogion” from a site of the same 

name, or 
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/planner 

which downloads nicely, or (daily) 

check in at our own Website. 

allsaintsworcester.orthodoxcomm

unity.uk/ 

So, what will you do with this 

resource? You can begin to plan all 

your meals, days out, quiet days at 

home, when you’ll be at church for 

festivals, when you might celebrate a 

festival with a family treat, or a family 

(or friends) activity. You’ll be able to 

write in your diary when you intend to 

receive Holy Communion and link this 

with the festivals of the month and so 

on.  

You may notice special saints’ days 

that link in with other Orthodox 

Church congregations and perhaps 

go and join them that day. 
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 A multiethnic community of the 

Antiochian Orthodox Christian 

Archdiocese of the British Isles 

and Ireland 

 
http://allsaintsworcester.orthodox

community.uk/ 
stanne.allsaintsworcs@gmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/StAnne

OrthodoxCommunity/ 
 

Meeting at: 
 

St John the Baptist Chapel 

Chapel Lane 

Bransford 

Worcestershire 

WR6 5JQ 

 

http://www.antiochian-
orthodox.co.uk/ 

 
 
Caretaker Priest: 
Fr. Philip 
twitter.com/FrPhilip 

https://www.facebook.com/Fr.Ph
ilip             
http://www.ancientfaith.com/pod
casts/comeandsee 
https://www.youtube.com/chann
el/UCfWMaefJYqFEZkYiK2Wm
eEw  
 
Newsletter Editor:  Fr. Philip.  

 
 

Safeguarding 
Officer: 
Melangell Roe-Stevens 

Smith    

Kidnapped Bishops:  

 

Pray, love, forgive! Metropolitan JOHN 

and Metropolitan PAUL are still missing.  

The people of Syria still suffer.  

Pray and act for peace. 

 

  
  

It is now 4 years and  8   months   
since Metropolitan JOHN and  
Metropolitan PAUL were kidnapped.    

There is still no news of either of  
them.   

mailto:stanne.allsaintsworcs@gmail.com
http://www.antiochian-orthodox.co.uk/
http://www.antiochian-orthodox.co.uk/
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The Accounts 

 
Money in 
     

Money Out 
 

Feb - July  Collection £20.00      
August  Collection £20.50      
September S/O £10.00  September   

  

Open 
Day 

£8.85 
  

Incense & 
Burner 

£39.37 

  Collection £36.88      
October  S/O £10.00  October   nil 

  Collection £36.10  November   nil 

November S/O £10.00      
December S/O £10.00      

         

      

Balance 
remaining 

£122.96 

         
Balance   £161.37     £161.37 

         
Bank Balance  £122.96      

         

Children’s Space: 
 
Troparion — Tone 4 
 
Your Nativity, O Christ our God, Has 
shone to the world the Light of 
wisdom! For by it, those who 
worshipped the stars, Were taught by 
a Star to adore You, The Sun of 
Righteousness, And to know You, the 
Orient from on High.   O Lord, glory to 
You! 
 
Kontakion — Tone 3 
 
Today the Virgin gives birth to the 
Transcendent One, And the earth 
offers a cave to the Unapproachable 
One!   Angels with shepherds glorify 
Him!   The wise men journey with a 
star!   Since for our sake the Eternal 
God was born as a Little Child! 

Icon Colouring for December: 
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Read: Luke 2:1-20 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

 

1. What are some events that 

happened in 

Bethlehem?  (Genesis 35:19, 

Ruth 1-4:13, Ruth 4:16) 

2. What promise did God make 

about Bethlehem? (Micah 5:2) 

3. Why did Mary and Joseph have 

to travel there? 

4. How did the shepherds learn that 

the Saviour was born?   

5. Why was it important that Jesus 

should be born? (Read The 

Nicene Creed) 

 

December’s Puzzle 

 

What we believe about Jesus… 

 
We believe… 

‘in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of 

God, the only-begotten, begotten of 

the Father before all ages. Light of 

light; true God of true God; begotten, 

not made; of one essence with the 

Father, by Whom all things were 

made; Who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from Heaven, 

and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 

and the Virgin Mary, and became 

man.  

And He was crucified for us under 

Pontius Pilate, and suffered, and was 

buried. And the third day He arose 

again, according to the Scriptures, 

and ascended into Heaven, and sits 

at the right hand of the Father; and 

He shall come again with glory to 

judge the living and the dead; Whose 

Kingdom shall have no end.’ 

  

 

AND SO THE YEAR ENDS! 

LAUS DEO SEMPER ET UBIQUE.  

 

 

Praise God always and everywhere! 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+35:19&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ruth%201-4:13&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ruth%204:16&version=NIV

