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Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of the British Isles and Ireland 
 

The Orthodox Community of 

St Anne and All Saints of Worcestershire 
meeting at 

St John the Baptist Chapel 
Chapel Lane, Bransford 

Worcestershire 
WR6 5JQ 

Archbishop: Metropolitan SILOUAN. 

 
Come and See! 

No 9                                 February 2018  
 
From Fr. Philip: 
 

 
 
The Icon of the Theotokos and St. 
Elizabeth. 
 
Several people have asked me to 
show them the icon which I mentioned 
in a sermon at Theophany. It shows 
the Forerunner bowing before the 
Saviour and receiving a blessing 
whilst they were both still in the womb 
(Luke 1: 41). The actual icon I 
mentioned is a fresco in the church of 

Deir (Monastery) el Natour (the salt 
flats) at Anfeh in Lebanon.  
 
The icon can be used in a multitude of 
teaching ways to show the value of 
human life, the status of women, the 
importance of the Theotokos, the 
foreknowledge of God, service to 
those in need and so on. 
 
Open Day and Thanksgiving 
Weekend: 24th & 25th March 2018 

This event is coming closer and is so 
important in terms of us making 
proper plans for our parish 
expenditure on the Temple and for 
mission and evangelism.   

So pray and think hard about how you 
can support God’s work here in 
Worcestershire. We are becoming a 
more established community and we 
must consider our future.   

We are very blessed to have the 
Church building loaned to us at no 
charge other than to pay for gas and 
the purchase of candles; this is very 
generous.  It is time howerver to give 
our landlords another donation 
towards costs. 
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Another consideration is that Fr 
Philip’s time has been free so far, but 
we sould be contributing to his 
expenses. If we want a full-time priest, 
which we do, in the long-term we must 
provide a stipend, we should begin to 
plan for this.   

We also must consider further 
outreach, and in the decades ahead 
perhaps a church building of our own.  
To this end, it is very important to 
have a steady income, and we would 
ask that anyone wishing to contribute 
to the work of this mission set up a 
weekly or monthly standing order for 
what they can afford.  One person is 
giving in this way already.  Ultimately, 
it makes it easier to budget and plan. 

Please, talk to Melangell and set up a 
standing order. Even small amounts 
regularly paid add up. 

FairTrade: 
 

 
 
Fairtrade is exactly what it says:  
A way of trading things in a fair way 
that allows the producers of those 
things to make a reasonable living. 
You may be shocked to know that 
certain products are made or grown in 
such a way that the workers are 

actually enslaved or live lives that are 
slave like.  
If you are buying things for the Church 
(like tea, coffee, sugar, chocolate or 
other goods please look to see if there 
is a Fairtrade alternative and buy that. 
All gifts will be gratefully received. 
 
You may like to notice Fairtrade items 
for your own shopping list too. From 
footballs to olive oil, cosmetics even 
gold can be bought with Fairtrade 
certification.  
 
To know more you can visit this site: 
http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/ 
 

Electoral Roll 
 
Do you want a say in the way the 
parish develops? Then get your name 
on the Roll. We will keep adding 
names from now on.  
 
Belonging to a parish and taking 
responsibility for the mission is an 
important part of your Christian 
journey. 
 
Look on the back page to find the form 
and please fill it in straight away. 
 

Calendar for February 2018. 
 
Remember the Great Lenten Fast 
begins on:  
Sunday18 February from 6pm 
 
10th: Saturday. Great Vespers. 4pm.  
19th, 20th, 21st, and 22nd The Great 
Canon of St Andrew of Crete.  6pm 
25th: SUNDAY. 10am Divine Liturgy. 
First Sunday of Great Lent. Sunday 
of Orthodoxy. Tone 5. 
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For your Diary: 
10th March 2018, Saturday. Vespers 
4pm. 
24th March 2018: Open Day, followed 
by Vespers of The Annunciation. 
10am – 3pm. 
25th March. 10am Divine Liturgy. 
Fifth Sunday of Great Lent. The 
Annunciation. Tone 4. 

 
 

Great Week and Pascha 
1st ,2nd,3rd April 6pm: Bridegroom 
Service. 
5th: 6pm: The 12 Gospels. 
6th: 6pm: Royal Hours  
7th: Saturday: 6pm Vespers of Pascha 

Christ Is Risen! Christos Anesti!   
Christos Voskrese! 

 
 

 
 

A multiethnic community of the 

Antiochian Orthodox Christian  

Archdiocese of the British Isles 

and Ireland 

 
http://allsaintsworcester.orthodoxc

ommunity.uk/ 
 

stanne.allsaintsworcs@gmail.com 
 

https://www.facebook.com/StAnne
OrthodoxCommunity/ 

 
Meeting at 

St John the Baptist Chapel 

Chapel Lane 

Bransford 

Worcestershire 

WR6 5JQ 

Caretaker Priest: Fr. Philip 
twitter.com/FrPhilip 
https://www.facebook.com/Fr.Phil
ip             
http://www.ancientfaith.com/podc
asts/comeandsee 
https://www.youtube.com/channel
/UCfWMaefJYqFEZkYiK2WmeE
w  
 
Newsletter Editor:   

Fr. Philip. 
 
 
 
 

 
Safeguarding Officer: 

Melangell  

Roe-Stevens Smith 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:stanne.allsaintsworcs@gmail.com
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Kidnapped Bishops: 

 

Pray, love, forgive! 

Metropolitan JOHN and Metropolitan 
PAUL are still missing. 
 

It is now 4 years and 9 months 
since Metropolitan JOHN and 
Metropolitan PAUL were kidnapped.  

There is still no news of either of 
them. 

The people of Syria still suffer. 

Pray and act for peace. 

 
 
 

Children’s Space: 

 

Troparion — Tone 1 

We venerate Your most pure image, 

O Good One, and ask forgiveness of 

our transgressions, O Christ God.  

Of Your own will You were pleased to 

ascend the Cross in the flesh to 

deliver Your creatures from bondage 

to the enemy.  

Therefore with thanksgiving we cry 

aloud to You: You have filled all with 

joy, O our Saviour, by coming to save 

the world. 

Kontakion — Tone 8 

No one could describe the Word of the 

Father; but when He took flesh from 

you, O Theotokos, He accepted to be 

described, and restored the fallen 

image to its former beauty.   

We confess and proclaim our 

salvation in word and images. 

Icon Colouring for February: 
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Read: John 1:43-51 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

1. What does Jesus say to Philip 

when He finds him? He says the same 

to us!  

2. What does Philip tell Nathanael 

about Jesus?  

3. How does Philip answer when 

Nathanael isn’t so sure that Someone 

so good could come from Nazareth?  

4. What happens that makes 

Nathanael say that Jesus is the Son of 

God and the King of Israel?  

5. What glorious promise does Jesus 

make to Nathanael? 

 6. What about you? Do you tell your 

friends about Jesus? Like Philip, do 

you invite them to “come and see”? 

 

Sunday of 

Orthodoxy 

25 February 

TRIUMPH OF 

ORTHODOXY, the 

final defeat of 

ICONOCLASM (a 

movement that banned icons). On 11th 

March 843 (1175 years ago) Empress 

Theodora, Theoktistos, a royal official, 

and Methodios, the Patriarch, made a 

symbolic triumphal procession from 

the Church of the Theotokos in 

Blachernae to Hagia Sophia, about 

three miles through the heart of 

Constantinople, and there they 

celebrated a liturgy. The emperor 

joined the assembly and a banquet 

was given, either by the patriarch, or 

the emperor. This annual feast was 

established by the end of the 9th 

century. 

February’s Activity  

Then bring your icon necklace to 
Church on February 25th to join 
the procession.  

Sunday of Orthodoxy:  

Don’t forget to bring your own 
icons for the procession round the 
Church. The icons are brought to 
remind us of the importance of 
the reality of the Incarnation. As 
the service states: 

 As the prophets have seen, as 
the apostles have taught, as the 
Church has received, as the 
teachers have set forth in 
dogmas, as the whole world has 
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understood, as Grace has shone forth, 
as the truth was demonstrated, as 
falsehood was banished, as wisdom 
was emboldened, as Christ has 
awarded; thus do we believe, thus we 
speak, thus we preach Christ our true 
God and His saints, honouring them in 
words, in writings, in thoughts, in 
sacrifices, in temples, and in icons, 
worshipping and respecting the One 
as God and Master, and honouring 

the others, and apportioning relative 
honour to them, because of our 
common Master for they are His 
genuine servants.  This is the Faith of 
the apostles, this is the Faith of the 
fathers, this is the Faith of the 
Orthodox, this Faith hath established 
the whole world. 

 

 

 

The Orthodox Christian Community of  
St Anne and All Saints of Worcestershire 

If you wish to be registered as an official member of the parish fill in the form below 
and return it by post, by hand, or email. You must be over the age of 18, Orthodox, 
and not a formal member of any other parish.  

 
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
I ask that I be recorded as a member of the The Orthodox Christian Community 
of St Anne and All Saints of Worcestershire in the Patriarchate of Antioch and 
that my name be recorded on the Electoral Roll of the Community.  
 
Christian name: _______________________________________ 
 
Family name: _________________________________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________________________ 
 
Post code:____________________________________________ 
 
Email address: ________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number:________________________________________ 
 
I am happy to have my details used by the clergy and parish officers. YES/NO 
 
Please return the completed form by email to 
StAnne.AllSaintsWorcs@gmail.com OR by post to The Parish Administrator, 27 
High Street, Badsey, WR11 7EJ or by hand to Melangell Roe-Stevens Smith. 
 
Please note that the Priest has the right to refuse to accept an application. 


