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Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of the British Isles and Ireland 
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St John the Baptist Chapel 
Chapel Lane, Bransford 

Worcestershire 
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Come and See! 

No 12                                    May 2018 
  

 
Christ is risen! المسيح قام!  Χριστὸς ἀνέστη! Хрїсто́съ воскре́се! 
Hristos a înviat! Kristus vstal z mŕtvych! Christus resurrexit! Kristus 
augšāmcēlies! Kristus prisikėlė! Krisztus feltámadt! Le Christ est 
ressuscité! Tha Crìosd air èiridh! 
 
Pascha at St Anne and All Saints of Worcestershire 

 

A celebration at home and abroad! 

 
Thank you to everyone who supported our services, who read, served, and 
assisted in other ways throughout Great Week and over Pascha. You all helped 
to make it memorable, holy, and worthwhile. 
 
It was wonderful to celebrate Christ’s resurrection with all our dear church 
family, and a few visitors too! Both at home in Bransford with Vespers, and in 
Oxford with the Orthodox community of the Holy Trinity and the Annunciation at 
the Paschal Liturgy. Here are some photos, above and below, that tell the story. 
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For some, Pascha celebrated in the Orthodox way was a brand-new 
experience, for others it was familiar and of many year’s association. For 
everyone it was glorious. Christ is risen! 
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Looking ahead… 
 

Enquirers!  

 
Do you want to know 
more about the 
Orthodox faith?  
 
An Enquirer’s course 

begins on Thursday 4th October 2018 
and will run every Thursday at 8pm 
until 6th December 2018.  Venue 
details to follow. 
 
Please contact me by 16th September 
if you are interested in attending:  
StAnne.All SaintsWorcs@gmail.com. 

 
St Ann’s Well! 
St. Ann's Well is set in 
the Malvern Hills above 
Great Malvern. It is on 
a path leading up to the 
Worcestershire 
Beacon.  

It is thought that St Ann’s Well was 
initially dedicated to St Werstan, a 
hermit murdered by the Celts.  Later 

his hermitage was used by the monks 
who built Great Malvern Priory in 
1085. There are references to St 
Ann’s Well in the 13th Century and on 
maps of the Foley Estates from 1744. 
From the 17th Century Malvern Wells 
was a village spa frequented by 
patients who drank and bathed in the 
waters of the Holy Well and the Eye 
Well above it. 
On Sunday 9th September, we will 
celebrate our patron, St Anne by 
making a pilgrimage to St Ann’s Well.  
Starting at 10am in Church for the 
Akathist Hymn to Joachim and Anna, 
we will then drive to Great Malvern, 

and walk up to the wellspring, sing the 
troparia to St Anne and Werstan, and 
collect some water.  This will be 
followed by a bring-
and-share picnic in 
the vicinity. 
It is a long trek up the 
hill, do dress 
comfortably, and wear 
your walking boots!   
 
Pilgrimage to Manoppello, Italy. 

“Where is that?” I 
hear you say, and 
“why is it important?” 
 

The Veil of 
Manoppello (aka the 

Veil of Veronica or The Icon made 
without hands) is the outermost 
covering of Christ in the tomb, bearing 
the imprint of His risen face. 
Coexistent with the shroud of Turin 
and the Sudarium of Oviedo. The 
facial images on these three items are 
congruent with one another, they are 
of the same man, from the same place 
and the same time. It is made of finely 
woven sea silk (byssum) a material 
used in ancient times as the outer 
wrapping of the Pharaohs. It is a 
material that cannot be painted or 
drawn on as it holds no pigment. So 
the image on it is entirely miraculous. 
It is housed in the Basilica at 
Manoppello, a small village in the 
mountains just inland from Pescara. 
 

Pilgrims will stay with Sister Blandina 
in her guest house.  She has 
researched the veil for thirty-three 
years, comparing it to the Turin 
shroud and the Sudarium of Oviedo.  
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Her book "Jesus Christ The Lamb and 
The Beautiful Shepherd" detailing her 
fascinating research is available from 
Melangell. Further reading: "The Face 
of God" by Paul Badde. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Dates: 25th May  – 31st May 2019 
Approx. Cost: £684pp (all inclusive, 
only spending money required on top). 
Self-catering accommodation, limited 
numbers.  
Speak to Melangell for further details. 

 

 
 
Calendar for May 2018. 
 

12th May 2018, Saturday. Vespers 

6pm. 

27th: SUNDAY 10am Divine Liturgy. 

8th Sunday of Pascha. Holy 
Pentecost. 

Followed by our Community Picnic 

and social.   Bring a friend. 

 

For your Diary: 
 

9th June 2018, Saturday. Vespers 
6pm. 
 
24th June 2018. 10am Divine 
Liturgy. 
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A multiethnic community of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian  

Archdiocese of the British Isles and Ireland 
 

http://allsaintsworcester.orthodoxcommunity.uk/ 
stanne.allsaintsworcs@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/StAnneOrthodoxCommunity/ 
 

Meeting at 
St John the Baptist Chapel 

Chapel Lane 
Bransford 

Worcestershire 
 

Caretaker Priest: Fr. Philip 

twitter.com/FrPhilip 
https://www.facebook.com/Fr.Philip             
http://www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/comeandsee 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfWMaefJYqFEZkYiK2WmeEw  

Newsletter Editor:   
Fr. Philip. 
 
 

Safeguarding 
Officer: 
Melangell  
Roe-Stevens Smith 
 

Kidnapped Bishops: 
 

 

(Metropolitan Paul with his brother 
the Patriarch.) 

 

Pray, love, forgive! 

 
Metropolitan JOHN and Metropolitan 
PAUL are still missing. 

It is now 5 years and one month 
since the tragic abduction by terrorists 
of their Eminences Metropolitan Paul 
and Archbishop John, both of Aleppo 
in Syria. 

The Church never ceases to pray for 
these honourable and courageous 
men who were on a peace mission 
when their car was attacked. 

We pray for forgiveness of their 
malefactors and for the bishops’ safe 
return to their families and the 
Church.  Lord have mercy! 

The international community is still 
silent. 

The people of Syria continue to suffer. 

Don’t forget to pray and act for 

peace. 

mailto:stanne.allsaintsworcs@gmail.com
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Children’s Space: 

 

Troparion — Tone 8 
Blessed art You O Christ Our God 
You have revealed the fishermen as 
most wise By sending down upon 
them the Holy Spirit 
Through them You drew the world into 
Your net  
O Lover of Man, Glory to You! 
 
Kontakion — Tone 8 
When the most High came down and 
confused the tongues, He divided the 

nations;  
But when he distributed the tongues of 
fire  
He called all to unity. Therefore, with 
one voice, we glorify the All-holy 
Spirit! 
 
Icon Colouring for May: 
 

 

Read: John 7:32-52; 8:12 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
 
1. What or who were those who 
believed in Jesus going to receive? 

2. What did the people who heard 
Jesus disagree about? 

3. What did the officers in the gospel 
passage say to the chief priests and 

Pharisees who wanted to know why 
the officers didn’t bring Jesus to 
them? 

4. What does Jesus tell them that He 
is? 

5. Jesus says His followers will not 
walk in darkness. How does Jesus 
light your life as you follow Him?  

The Saints of the Church in Britain.  

 

17th May – St Brendan the Voyager  

St. Brendan was born around 484 at 
Tralee in Kerry, Ireland. He started 
several monasteries in Ireland, the 
main one was Cluain Ferta Brenaind 
in County Galway. His missionary 
activity took him on voyages to the 
Scottish islands, and possibly to 
Wales; in his own time he was known 
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as 'Brendan the Voyager.'  A Latin 
tale ‘The Voyage of Brendan’ made 
him the hero of a Christian adventure 
that included journeys to unknown 
lands far to the west of Ireland. It is 
possible that Irish monks visited 
America before the Vikings; but 
whether St Brendan was one of them 
is not certain. 
 
Troparion (Tone 4) 
The Divine Likeness has been 
perfected in thee, O holy Father 
Brendan, for taking up the Cross thou 
hast followed Christ, and by thy deeds 
thou hast taught us to disdain the 
flesh for it passes away, but to 
cultivate the soul for it is immortal: 
wherefore, O holy father, thy spirit 
rejoices with the Angels. 

27th May– St Melangell of Wales 

St. Melangell (pronounced Mel – en – 
geth) was a princess.  God called 

her to be a nun. Her father wanted her 
to marry so she ran away from Ireland 
around 590 and settled in Wales in a 
place now called "Pennant Melangell". 
There she slept on bare rock with a 
cave as her cell for almost fifteen 
years. 
 
Around 604 the Welsh Prince, 
Brochfael, was hunting in Melangell’s 
area. His hounds chased a frightened 
hare into a bramble thicket for safety. 
Searching for the hare the Prince 
found St. Melangell. The hare had 
hidden itself in the folds of her habit. 
The Prince told the dogs to kill the 
hare, but they would not. St. Melangell 
drove the hounds back. The Prince 
was utterly amazed and asked her for 
an explanation. He was so impressed 
by her holiness that he gave her the 
land to start a monastery. The land 
became a place of safety for people 
and animals, which it is to this day. 
 
Troparion (Tone 8) 
Preferring the rigours of monasticism 
to worldly status and marriage, O 
pious Melangell, thou wast fifteen 

years on a rock, emulating the 
example of the Syrian Stylites. 
Wherefore, O Saint, pray to God that 
He will give us strength to serve Him 
as He wills, that we may be found 
worthy of His great mercy.
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