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Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of the British Isles and Ireland 
 

The Orthodox Community of 

St Anne and All Saints of Worcestershire 
meeting at 

St John the Baptist Chapel 
Chapel Lane, Bransford 

Worcestershire 
WR6 5JQ 

Archbishop: Metropolitan SILOUAN. 

 
Come and See! 

No 14                                       July 2018 

From Fr Philip 
Luke 18: 15 – 16 
15 Then they also brought infants to 
Him that He might touch them; but 
when the disciples saw it, they 
rebuked them. 16 But Jesus called 
them to Him and said, “Let the little 
children come to Me, and do not forbid 
them; for of such is the kingdom of 
God. 

 
Matthew 18: 2 – 4  
2 Then Jesus called a little child to 
Him, set him in the midst of 
them, 3 and said, “Assuredly, I say to 
you, unless you are converted and 
become as little children, you will by 
no means enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 4 Therefore whoever humbles 
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himself as this little child is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 
 
Children in Church: 
 

 
 

His Eminence Metropolitan 
Hierotheos of Nafpaktos: 
Children should attend church with 
their parents and their whole family. In 
this way they feel that they belong to a 
worshipping community, which is 
their wider family.  
 
It is very important for them to pray 
with their parents, not at separate 
Liturgies...There is, of course, a 
problem when babies and young 
children cause a disturbance in church 
during the service. It ought, however, 
to be emphasized, that we who are 
older should be more patient.  
 
We should be more aware of the 
fact that infants too are members of 
the Church and make their presence 
felt in worship by crying. This ought 
not to annoy us. We too as children 

caused a problem by being restless, 
and others were patient with us. All 
the same, mothers should use their 
discretion. 
 
The Russian Bishop: Metropolitan 
Anthony (Bloom) of Sourozh was 
asked: 
"What shall we do with children in 
church? They interfere with our 
prayers."  
 

 
 
He replied, "When you begin to pray, 
they will stop bothering you". 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We at St Anne and All Saints of 
Worcestershire are blessed with the 
company of lovely children, and we all 
enjoy their presence.  Thanks be to 
God! 
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The Antimension in all our 
Churches, in Lincoln, Louth, 
Grimsby and Worcester. 
 

 
 
This is the cloth that is kept on the 
Holy Table (right in the centre) and on 
top of it lies the Holy Gospel.  
 
It is a very special thing and has on in 
an icon of the Deposition from the 
Cross and is consecrated and signed 
by the Bishop.  
 
A priest MUST have one to serve the 
Divine Liturgy and it is usual for an 
antimension to contain the relics of a 
martyr or of martyrs.  
 
Ours contain the relics of the Holy 
Innocents who are those children 
murdered by the evil king Herod. 
These are sewn into the top right-
hand area of the cloth. It is on these 
relics that we serve the Liturgy every 
time. 
 
You will notice that priests treat this 
cloth with great care. It is kept in its 
place, not moved out of the way or 
pushed about, cleaned very carefully, 
it has a sponge that is kept folded 
within it (this brushes the surface of 
the cloth and is also used in 

transferring the sacramental bread 
into the Chalice). 
 

 
An icon of the Holy Innocents 
murdered by Herod. 

Internet Resources for Parents with 
Children: 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Childrenin
OC/ 

https://oca.org/about/children-and-the-
divine-liturgy 

http://www.orthodoxmotherhood.com/
engaging-children-in-church-tips-and-
tricks-for-parents/  
 
https://oca.org/the-hub/the-church-on-
current-issues/nourishing-children-in-
christ1 
 
https://www.facebook.com/COG.Worc
estershire/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ChildreninOC/
https://www.facebook.com/ChildreninOC/
http://www.orthodoxmotherhood.com/engaging-children-in-church-tips-and-tricks-for-parents/
http://www.orthodoxmotherhood.com/engaging-children-in-church-tips-and-tricks-for-parents/
http://www.orthodoxmotherhood.com/engaging-children-in-church-tips-and-tricks-for-parents/
https://oca.org/the-hub/the-church-on-current-issues/nourishing-children-in-christ1
https://oca.org/the-hub/the-church-on-current-issues/nourishing-children-in-christ1
https://oca.org/the-hub/the-church-on-current-issues/nourishing-children-in-christ1
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Looking ahead… 
 

Enquirers!  
 
Do you want to know 
more about the Orthodox 
faith?  
 
An Enquirer’s course 
begins on Thursday 4th 

October 2018 and will run every 
Thursday at 8pm until 6th December 
2018.  Venue details to follow. Please 
contact me by 16th September if you are 
interested in attending:  
StAnne.AllSaintsWorcs@gmail.com. 

 
Calendar for July 2018. 
 
14th July 2018, Saturday. Vespers 
6pm 
22nd July 2018. 10am Typical 
Psalms. 8th Sunday after Pentecost. 
St. Mary Magdalene. Tone 7. 
 
 

The Annual 
Pilgrimage 
to Ilam is a 
highlight of 
the Summer 
for Orthodox 
parishes 

from all jurisdictions around the UK. 
We celebrate a Divine Liturgy, Bless 
the Waters at Bertram’s Cave on the 
bank of the river Manifold and take a 
short hike to Saint Bertram’s Spring to 
Bless the Waters there, ending our 
day with Great Vespers. Bring a picnic 
lunch to enjoy in the spectacular 
Manifold Valley of the Staffordshire 
Peak District. Wear sensible shoes, 
sun-screen and bring an umbrella, just 
in case. The Liturgy is at 11:00am and 

Great Vespers around 4:00pm. You 
don’t need to be Orthodox to enjoy a 
day in Ilam, so bring family, friends 
and neighbours. Satnav: DE6 2AZ 
gets you to Ilam! Lifts will be available. 
 

For your Diary: 
 
4th August 2018, Ilam Pilgrimage.  St 
Bertram’s Well, Ilam. Liturgy begins 
11am, followed by picnic lunch and 
blessing of the waters. 
 
11th August 2018, Saturday. Vespers 
6pm. 
 
26th August 2018. 10am Divine 
Liturgy. 
 
9th September St Ann’s Well 
pilgrimage! Start 10am at church with 
Akathist to St Ann. Bring-and-share 
picnic. Wear your walking boots!   
 
 
 

 
 

Refreshments 
A great many thanks to 
Marinela who always 
works very hard, not 
only making the 

refreshments but also clearing up 
afterwards. Each week she does a 
great deal very quietly, and on her 
own. Could we have a volunteer to 
help her please? 

 

mailto:StAnne.AllSaintsWorcs@gmail.com
http://www.antiochian-orthodox.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/holy_cross_ilam.jpg
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A multiethnic community of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian  

Archdiocese of the British Isles and Ireland 
 

http://allsaintsworcester.orthodoxcommunity.uk/ 
stanne.allsaintsworcs@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/StAnneOrthodoxCommunity/ 
 

Meeting at 
St John the Baptist Chapel 

Chapel Lane 
Bransford 

Worcestershire 
 

Caretaker Priest: Fr. Philip 
twitter.com/FrPhilip 
https://www.facebook.com/Fr.Philip             
http://www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/comeandsee 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfWMaefJYqFEZkYiK2WmeEw  

Newsletter Editor:   
Fr. Philip. 
 
 

Safeguarding 
Officer: 
Melangell  
Roe-Stevens Smith 
 

Kidnapped Bishops: 

 

(Metropolitan Paul) 

 

 
Pray, love, forgive! 

 

Metropolitan JOHN and Metropolitan 
PAUL are still missing. 

It is now 5 years 3 months since the 
tragic abduction by terrorists of their 
Eminences Metropolitan Paul and 
Archbishop John, both of Aleppo in Syria.  

We pray for the forgiveness of those who 

did this and so many other wicked acts in 

Syria and Iraq and for the bishops’ safe 

return to their families and the Church.  

Lord have mercy!  

Remember to pray and act for peace: 

live a loving and forgiving life. 

mailto:stanne.allsaintsworcs@gmail.com
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Children’s Space: 
 
Troparion — Tone 8 

Thou didst descend from on high, O 
tenderhearted One. Thou didst accept 
the three-day burial to free us from our 
passions. O Lord, our life and 
resurrection, glory to Thee! 
 
Kontakion — Tone 8 
Having risen from the tomb, Thou 
didst raise the dead and resurrect 
Adam, and Eve dances with joy at Thy 
Resurrection. And all the ends of the 
earth keep festival at Thy Rising from 
the dead, O Most Merciful One. 

Icon colouring for July 

Read: Matthew 14:22-34  

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

1. Why did Jesus go up into the hills 
by Himself?  

2. What happened to the disciples and 
the boat while Jesus prayed?  

3. How did Jesus come into the boat? 
How did the disciples feel about that?  

4. What did Peter try to do? Did it go 
well?  

5. What did Jesus do when Peter 
asked Him to save him?  

6. Why do you think the people in the 
boat began to worship Jesus? Would 
you have done the same?   

 

British Saints for July 

 

St. Mildred of 

Thanet 

Commemorated on 

July 13 

St. Mildred was the 
daughter of King 
Merewald of 

Magonset and his wife, St. 
Ermenburga, and sister of Sts. 
Milburga and Milgith. When she was 
very young, her mother sent her to be 
educated by an abbess at Chelles in 
France. 

A young nobleman, related to the 
Abbess, asked for Mildered’s hand in 
marriage. Mildred told the Abbess that 
she had been sent there to be taught, 
not to be married. All the abbess’s 
advice, threats and blows failed to 
persuade Mildred from marrying. 
Finally, the abbess threw Mildred into 
a large hot oven. After three hours, 
the abbess opened the oven door 
expecting to find ashes, but instead, 
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Mildred came out unharmed and 
radiant. 

Hearing of the miracle, the faithful 
venerated Mildred as a saint; but the 
abbess threw her on the ground, beat, 
kicked and scratched her and tore out 
a handful of her hair. Mildred was able 
to send her mother a letter, enclosing 
some of the hair that had been torn 
from her head; and Queen 
Ermenburga immediately sent ships to 
fetch her daughter. 

The 
abbess, 
fearing 
that her 
evil 
deeds 
should 
come to 

light, would not permit Mildred to 
leave. However, Mildred escaped 
during the night; but having forgotten 
some religious robes, and a nail of the 
cross of Christ, she managed to return 
for them and brought them home 
safely. 

Her ship landed at Ebbsfleet where 
she found a great square stone, 
miraculously prepared for her to step 
on from the ship. The stone received, 
and retained, the mark of her foot and 
was afterwards moved to the Abbey of 
Minster-in-Thanet and kept there in 
memory of her. Many diseases are 
said to have been cured for centuries 
afterwards by water containing a little 
dust from this stone. 

With her mother’s consent, Mildred 
joined her at her monastery at 
Minster-in-Thanet. She was given the 
veil by Theodore, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, at the same time as 

seventy other nuns. Upon St. 
Ermenburga’s death, Mildred 
succeeded her as Abbess of the 
community and set a holy example of 
patience, love and kindness. 

In 732, Mildred died at Minster from a 
persistent illness. She was succeeded 
by St. Edburga.  

From: Orthodox Church in America (www.oca.org) 

St. Declan 

Commemorated on 

July 24 

Declan was marked 
out for a higher 
purpose even 
before his birth; 
events in the night 

sky heralded his arrival. His mother 
Deithín knew neither sickness nor 
pain at his birth. She, and Declan's 
father Erc MacTréin, were in west 
County Waterford, between Lismore 
and Cappoquin, visiting Dobhrán, their 
relation. 

Declan received baptism from 
Colmán, a holy man who could sense 
gifts in others. In Declan he discerned 
an extraordinary quality, a holiness 
which would eventually bring others 
into the fold. Colmán advised a 
Christian education for the boy. 

After being fostered by Dobhrán, 
Declan studied with Díoma, a local 
scholar and holy man. His education 
engrossed him, and ultimately he went 
to Rome to learn the intricacies of the 
ecclesiastical system.  Declan was 
well received in Rome.  

http://oca.org/
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On the way back 
through Italy, 
Declan had an 
unexpected 
meeting with St 
Patrick, who was 
on his way to 
Rome. The two 

exchanged friendly greetings, before 
going their separate ways.  

In Ireland Declan resumed his firm 
friendship with Ailbe, and threw 
himself into his task, aided by 
disciples gathered in Rome. Because 
of their activity churches were 
established, sermons preached and 
people baptised. Declan's energy 
radiated throughout the west 
Waterford region (or Déise).  

The foundation of Declan's monastery 
at Ardmore came after a further visit to 

Rome. Sailing back via Wales, Declan 
decided to create his monastic city 
wherever his boat landed, and that 
was at Ardmore. The king of the Déisí 
- the resident tribe in west Waterford 
and east Cork - generously donated 
the land to Bishop Declan.  

The monastery was a success. 
Declan’s magnetic character drew in 
money needed to get the work done, 
and inspired others to join the 
religious life. 

Ardmore's fame spread beyond the 
boundaries of the Déise. People came 
from all over Ireland. Declan himself 
enjoyed great popularity. He 
expressed great gentleness and 
charity.   
From: 
http://www.monasticireland.com/storiesofsaints/de
clan.htm 

 

July’s Puzzle.  Find the route across the waves! 

http://www.monasticireland.com/storiesofsaints/declan.htm
http://www.monasticireland.com/storiesofsaints/declan.htm

