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Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of the British Isles and Ireland 
 

The Orthodox Community of 

St Anne and All Saints of Worcestershire 
meeting at 

St John the Baptist Chapel 
Chapel Lane, Bransford 

Worcestershire 
WR6 5JQ 

Archbishop: Metropolitan SILOUAN. 

 
Come and See! 

No 13                                       June 2018 
 

 

The season of pilgrimages is upon us. What is a pilgrimage? 

For Orthodox Christians a pilgrimage is a journey of spiritual significance. The 

object of a pilgrimage can vary significantly, from pilgrimages to famous shrines, 
to those that only have importance in a local area, or an inward pilgrimage of 
prayer that requires no physical travelling. While pilgrimages occur in most 
religious sects, pilgrimages among Christians have been common since the 
beginning of the church.  

Essential to a successful pilgrimage, whether an outward or an inner pilgrimage, 
is repentance. The true repentance that is much more than mere regret for our 
sins and failings.  In modern life individuals and families do not go on 
pilgrimage. They go skiing, or to Disneyland, or to see some site of secular 
interest. Our early forefathers only knew about pilgrimages. Their concept of a 
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holiday was something that would nourish the soul rather than the body. They 
knew the body would disappear into the grave, and the soul would go on 
eternally. 

A pilgrimage is something “set apart” 
and different from our normal day-to-day 
activities; it is supposed to be something 
other-worldly. In The Canterbury Tales 
Chaucer describes a traditional 
pilgrimage to Canterbury to venerate the 
shrine of Thomas Becket. Although this 
was after the Great Schism, the 
pilgrimage probably had many elements 
in common with pre-Schism pilgrimages 

in England and elsewhere.  What were the pilgrims’ motives? A pilgrimage was 
sometimes a self-imposed penance, an act of thanksgiving, or simply an act of 
worship, or a desire for enlightenment.  

An understanding of inward pilgrimage is important to our outward pilgrimage, 
to sustain the spirit of pilgrimage in our hearts. Christ says, the Kingdom of God 
is within you (Luke 17:21), we must all make a sacred journey to that Kingdom 
within us. Great Lent is an example of an inward pilgrimage, as are each of the 
other fasting seasons, including the imminent Apostles Fast (2 June to 11 July).  

Finally, pilgrimage requires spiritually, or physically, taking steps forward, or 
both. On a journey it is always advisable to have a map, or a guide, someone 
trustworthy to follow. Our guides are the saints, beginning with our own patron 
saints.  Pilgrimage requires us to leave our old baggage behind and not become 
attached to new baggage along the way, no matter how important or attractive it 
may seem, and to keep our hearts from anything and anyone that does not lead 
us to God. Our whole of life is a pilgrimage from this life to the next, from earthly 
life to eternal life. 

Remember we have our 
pilgrimages ahead… 
 

St Ann’s Well 
pilgrimage! 
 
Sunday 9th 
September.  
Start 10am at 
church with 

Akathist to St Ann.  
Bring-and-share picnic.  
Wear your walking boots!   

Pilgrimage to 
Manoppello, 
Italy. 

 

  
 
Dates: 25th May – 31st May 2019 
Approx. Cost: £684pp (all inclusive, 
only spending money required on top). 
Self-catering accommodation, limited 
numbers. Speak to or email Melangell 
for further details before September 
1st. 
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Looking ahead… 
 

Enquirers!  
 
Do you want to know 
more about the Orthodox 
faith?  
 
An Enquirer’s course 
begins on Thursday 4th 

October 2018 and will run every 
Thursday at 8pm until 6th December 
2018.  Venue details to follow. Please 
contact me by 16th September if you are 
interested in attending:  
StAnne.AllSaintsWorcs@gmail.com. 

 
Calendar for May 2018. 
 

9th June 2018, Saturday. Vespers 

6pm. 

 
 
 
 

24th: SUNDAY 10am Divine Liturgy. 
4th Sunday after Pentecost.  
The Nativity of the Forerunner and 
Baptist John. Tone 3. 
 
 

For your Diary: 
 
14th July 2018, Saturday. Vespers 
6pm. 
 
22nd July 2018. 10am Divine Liturgy. 

Our Community Picnic for Pentecost! 

We had fun, even though it 

rained…here are some photos! 
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A multiethnic community of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian  

Archdiocese of the British Isles and Ireland 
 

http://allsaintsworcester.orthodoxcommunity.uk/ 
stanne.allsaintsworcs@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/StAnneOrthodoxCommunity/ 
 

Meeting at 
St John the Baptist Chapel 

Chapel Lane 
Bransford 

Worcestershire 
 

Caretaker Priest: Fr. Philip 
twitter.com/FrPhilip 
https://www.facebook.com/Fr.Philip             
http://www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/comeandsee 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfWMaefJYqFEZkYiK2WmeEw  

Newsletter Editor:   
Fr. Philip. 
 
 

Safeguarding 
Officer: 
Melangell  
Roe-Stevens Smith 
 

Kidnapped Bishops: 

 

(Metropolitan Paul) 

Pray, love, forgive! 

Metropolitan JOHN and Metropolitan 
PAUL are still missing. 

It is now 5 years 2 months since the 
tragic abduction by terrorists of their 

Eminences Metropolitan Paul and 
Archbishop John, both of Aleppo in Syria.  

It is hard to believe that it is so long since 

their kidnapping. It remains entirely 

shocking that they have not been 

released and that no word of them has 

been received. Certainly, there will be 

those in the International Community 

who will know exactly where they are but 

they remain silent.  

We pray for the forgiveness of those who 

did this and so many other wicked acts in 

Syria and Iraq and for the bishops’ safe 

return to their families and the Church.  

Lord have mercy!  

Remember to pray and act for peace: 

live a loving and forgiving life. 

mailto:stanne.allsaintsworcs@gmail.com
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Children’s Space: 
 
Troparion — Tone 4 

As with fine porphyry and royal purple,   

Your church has been adorned with 

Your martyrs’ blood shed throughout 

all the world.  She cries to You, O 

Christ God:  

Send down Your bounties on Your 

people, Grant peace to Your 

habitation, and great mercy to our 

souls! 

 

Kontakion — Tone 8 

The universe offers You the God-

bearing martyrs. As the first fruits of 

creation, O Lord and Creator. Through 

the Theotokos, and their prayers 

establish Your Church in peace! 

 
Icon colouring for June 

This month we consider Saints and 
how we, like them, might grow 
nearer to God. 
 
Read: Matthew 6:22-33,  
10:32-33, 37-38; 19:27-30 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

1. God wants us to see clearly. He will 

help us know what is good and what is 

not. We can ask God to help us at any 

time.  

2. When do you pray? Have you ever 

asked God to help you?  

3. We learn what God wants when the 

priest reads from the gospel. How do 

you know when the priest is reading 

from the gospel?  

4. God wants us to pray, and to live 

united to Him. When we celebrate the 

last supper, and receive Holy 

Communion, we are united to God 

then more than at any other time. 

5. Who will Jesus remember before 

God? Who will He not remember?  

6. What does Jesus say is hard to do? 

Why do you think it is the right thing to 

do?  

7. Did you ever do something even 

though it was hard, because it was the 

right thing to do? What did you do?  

8. What did Peter say he and the other 

disciples had left behind? Why did they 

leave it?  

9. What did Jesus say will happen to 

those who leave everything to follow 

Him?  
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10. Ask your 

parents or 

godparents to 

tell about a time 

when they 

followed God 

even though it 

was hard.  

 

British Saints for June 

Saint Columba 

Abbot 

Reposed 597: June 9 

St Columba, meaning 

‘dove of the church’, 

was born at Garten 

near Lough Garten in Donegal. He was 

a descendant of an Irish High king of 

the fifth-century. He became a disciple 

of St Finnian of Clonard and was one 

of the twelve apostles of Ireland. He 

founded more monasteries and 

churches than anyone, at Garten itself, 

Derry, Drumcliff Co Sligo, Durrow Co 

Offally, Kells Co Meath, and Swords 

Co Dublin. The area of Donegal known 

as Glencolumkille consists of a remote 

valley dedicated to his memory where 

pilgrims gather to do the rounds of 

prayer covering the whole valley. 

Later he founded a monastery on the 

island of Iona. After several attacks by 

the Vikings, the monks in 849 brought 

back the body of St Columba and built 

his ‘house’ in Kells, built to house his 

relics. It is still remarkably intact. 

The Book of Kells was also brought 

back from Iona and is now in Trinity 

College Dublin. St Adomnan, the ninth 

abbot of Iona (d 704) wrote the 

remarkable ‘Life’ of St Columba, an 

account of his prophecies, miracles 

and revelations. 

 

Saint Etheldreda 

(Audrey) Abbess 

Reposed 679:  

June 23 

St Etheldreda was an 

East Anglian princess 

who married a local prince. She made 

her husband respect a vow of virginity 

she had taken earlier. On his death, 

she retired to the Isle of Ely which was 

a gift from him. She was then married 

for political reasons to the King of 

Northumbria but on his accession, she 

became a nun. This caused problems 

and she fled to Ely. She went on to 

found a double monastery there. Her 

body was found to be incorrupt sixteen 

years after her death. A modern shrine 

of hers containing the relic of her hand 

is in the Catholic church of Ely. 
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