
Christmas Letter 2018 
O come, let us adore Him  
“And there were in the same country 
shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night” (Luke 
2:8)… When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which 
the Lord has told us about.” (Luke 2:15) 

Shepherds are intimately involved with 
their sheep, they know each one by 
name, that they love them is not an 
overstatement, and that they will protect 
them with their lives is a fact.  Much as a 
mother is towards her children:  

A shepherd in the Lebanon district was 
asked if he always counted his sheep each 
evening. He replied in the negative, and then 
was asked how then he knew if all his sheep 

were present. This was his reply: “Master, if you were to put a cloth over my eyes, 
and bring me any sheep and only let me put hands on its face, I could tell in a 
moment if it was mine or not.” 

One evening, shortly after dark, an Arab shepherd began to call out one by one the 
names of his fifty-one mother sheep, and was able to pick out each one’s lamb, and 
restore it to its mother to suckle. To do this in the light would be a feat for many 
shepherds, but this was done in complete darkness, and in the midst of the noise 
coming from the ewes crying for their lambs, and the lambs crying for their mothers. 

In weather that permits, the shepherds often keep their flocks in the open country. 
One group of shepherds provided simple sleeping places for themselves by placing 
“a number of oblong circles of stones, inside of which rushes were collected for 
bedding, according to the Bedouin fashion in the desert. These simple beds were 
arranged in a circle, and sticks and roots were collected at the center for a fire.” With 
this arrangement they were able to keep watch over their sheep by night. 
(https://yuryalecrim.wordpress.com/2014/02/24/the-relationship-between-a-sheep-and-its-shepherd-in-
israel-appointing-to-the-lord-as-the-supreme-shepherd/) 

It was most likely in this fashion that the shepherds on the hills at Bethlehem were 
watching their sheep lest robbers or predators should attack, or the sheep run into 
difficulty.  Think how amazing the message of the angels must have been to 
persuade them to run to the cave where Christ was born and gaze upon their Lord 
and God and Saviour.  They risked their precious charges, left them behind, or 
caused them disturbance by leading them to the cave, because nothing was more 



important than the news they had received, and their desire to worship Him 
immediately.  

It is very easy to be persuaded at this time of year that family or feasting or secular 
traditions or gift-giving are more important than worshipping and adoring Christ.  
Christmas festivities largely bury the true purpose and significance of this 
celebration. The shepherds risked everything precious to them to worship God made 
flesh, the wise men dropped the entirety of their everyday lives to follow the star and 
prostrate themselves before the King of glory. 

Later in his gospel Luke quotes Jesus, saying: “If anyone comes to Me and does not 
hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own 
life also, he cannot be My disciple. (Luke 14:26).  What does this mean? “Hate” is not 
to be taken literally here, but rather it is meant that we are to hate anything that 
hinders our total dedication to God who takes precedence over everything and 
everyone. 

So, with the angels, the shepherds, and the wise men let us run to the cave and 
worship saying: Christ is born! Glorify Him!  Our Christmas service is at 10am on 23rd 
December.  See you there! 

Today the Virgin comes to the cave to give birth to the Eternal Word.  Hear the glad 
tidings and rejoice, O universe!  Glorify with the angels and the shepherds the 
Eternal God, who is willing to appear as a little child! 
 

The Year Reviewed 
2018 has been an incredibly wonderful year for our 
community.  Having had to cancel one of our 
January services due to snow we persevered and 
celebrated a very cold Sunday of Orthodoxy on 25th 
February (the gas had run out) but as it grew 
warmer, we 
began Great 
Lent with the 
Canon of St 

Andrew of Crete.   During Holy week we were 
able to worship each day using Matins and 
Vespers and the non-sacramental material from 
the Services of Holy Week and Easter, the 
week concluded with a pilgrimage to Oxford for 
the celebration of the first light of Easter at the 
Paschal Liturgy. Christ is risen! 



Our two open days went very well, as did the cleaning associated 
with them.  Everything sparkled and shone as a result of everybody’s 
hard work.  We were also able to try out our presentation equipment 
on a battery backup system and are pleased to report that it works 
well. So, watch this space for more interesting open days and 
educational day courses. 

 
September saw the start of the new Church year and opened with a pilgrimage to St 
Anne’s well in the Malvern hills.  It was a lovely day and enjoyed by all who came.  
Having reached the well and sung the Trisagion prayers we found a sunny spot for a 
picnic lunch, and the boys went exploring for bugs. 

 

 

Later in September we welcomed Katherine into the Orthodox Church through 
baptism and had a wonderful party with her family and friends afterwards.   

Then, following a well-received ten-week 
Enquirer’s Course, Helena, John (Chrysostom), 
Maria (Skobtsova) Helena, and Ambrose joined 
our ranks in a mass Chrismation on 9th 
December. It is with great joy and love that we 
welcome our new members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Looking forward… 
In the new year we look forward to a full schedule of services and the prospect of 
three Baptisms, congratulations to our expectant mums and their families!   

Further pilgrimages, Bible study, and other courses are planned in the coming year 
as well as an open day towards the Summer.  Details of all these events will appear 
on our Facebook and Web pages, please do keep checking these for the latest 
information: https://www.facebook.com/StAnneOrthodoxCommunity/ and 
http://allsaintsworcester.orthodoxcommunity.uk/ 

Also, at this point we must say a big “Thank you” to the Church of England 
community who worship in Bransford for allowing us to use their church building.  
None of what we have done or celebrated this year would have been possible 
without their very kind co-operation. 

Now all there is to do is to wish you all a blessed Nativity season and a happy, 
healthy, and prosperous 2019. 
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